NORTHEAST WILDLIFE TRACKERS
RTINS ZYF

Session Descriptions

Friday

Tracker’s Faire-Interactive Exhibits featuring hands-on learning and fun

Bring your curiosity to the Tracker’s Faire! Explore educational exhibits and meet trackers, artists, and
educators from across the region. This interactive space is full of activities, creativity, and inspiration for
everyone.

Saturday

Morning Awareness Walk

As dawn unfolds across the landscape, we gather to walk in silence and presence. This simple practice
reconnects body and breath with the rhythms of the wild—awakening our awareness before a full day of
learning and connection.

Keynote Presentation -

So Sinopoulos-Lloyd - Mapping, Foraging, and Flowing: What tracking can teach us about (being)
animals

Sometimes when tracking appears in popular science, anthropology, and evolutionary theory, it is
discussed in the context of human uniqueness or even exceptionalism. However, tracking is an
expression of one of the oldest cognitive programs there is: a network of dopamine modulated neural
pathways that neurobiologist Jaak Panksepp dubbed the “seeking system.” I’ll draw on frameworks
like evolutionary continuity, comparative cognition, flow psychology, as well as my own experience
with kinetic learning and trailing to engage with tracking as an animal behavior, rather than just as
something that sets humans apart from others. This approach offers exciting ways to revisit some of
the big questions in the ethology and biology of tracking, and to create new ones.



Jamie Walker - Bird Language and Tracking

Discover how birds can become your guides in the field. Jamie Walker will introduce simple ways to interpret
bird calls, movements, and patterns that reveal hidden stories of the wild. You’ll leave with practical skills for
integrating bird language into your tracking practice.

Jasmyn Atsalis-Gogel - Field Journaling To Deepen Your Tracking Practice

This workshop is designed for beginner to intermediate trackers, though the art and practice of journaling
tracks and trails offers value to all experience levels. Field journaling invites us to set aside our analytical brain
and use our beginner's mind to closely observe and engage with shapes, shadows, and contours on both micro
and macro levels. We’ll spend time wandering the landscape, noticing tracks and signs, and capturing what we
see through writing and drawing. No artistic skill is required—just curiosity, attention, and a willingness to
slow down and look closely.

Bob Etzweiler- Mock Track and Sign Certification

This workshop will provide a Track & Sign Certification like experience. We'll use plaster track casts and
portable wildlife sign for folks to identify. After everyone has written down their answers, we'll debrief all that
we looked at. (Folks are encouraged to write down their answers but don't need to share them and will not be
turning them in.)

Amy Heavey- Energetics of Tracking

Do you ever wish you could track without squirrels and birds calling out your presence? Come learn techniques
for the expansion of your senses and contraction of your energetic footprint in nature. We'll be practicing
different ways to play with our senses and energy in real time. As you gain the skills of these tried and true
tricks, you'll experience the difference for yourself: your tracking practice will improve and deepen.

Daniel Hansche - Gaits and Track Patterns

Tracking begins with movement—ours and theirs. Join Daniel Hansche for a grounded exploration of gaits and
patterns that reveal the animal’s dance across the earth. Through demonstration and interaction, you’ll learn
to see motion frozen in time and feel the story beneath each trail.

James Michael Ciesluk - Tracking For Beginners
The purpose of this presentation is to go over the importance of tracking and to give beginners a foundation
from which to begin there own tracking journey along with tips and training techniques.

Jim Morelly - Learning About Black Bears

Where and how to locate bear sign, learned through miles of bushwhacking , researching and the help of trail
cameras, The forests of Massachusetts has may different types of bear sign which will be shared in the
presentation



Hayden Uresk - Tools for Talking Tracks

At New York State Parks, we are used to facilitating wildlife viewing. Tracks and sign are another form of
wildlife viewing. We use three essential formats for communicating information about track and sign. These
formats are tabling events, public programs, and conservation & stewardship.

Ray Hardy: Passion for Whitetails

Ray has had a lifelong fascination with Whitetail Deer which includes 40 years of studying one local
population, the past 20 years of which being spent interacting with numerous generations of one family line.
Sometimes the best teachers come with 4 legs. Please join Ray has he shares observations and experiences
from his study of these beautiful wild beings.

Trail Cam Show & Tell: How this Technology Can Up your Tracking Game

Trail cameras open a window into the secret lives of wildlife. Join this interactive session to see real footage
from trackers across the region and learn how to use trail cams to enhance your field awareness, pattern
recognition, and ecological storytelling. Bring your own clips or curiosities to share!

Tracking the Stars w/ Ernie Hansche

Venture beyond the tracks in the soil to those etched in the sky. In this evening session, Ernie Hansche invites
us to connect the movements of stars and planets with the seasonal patterns we track on the ground. Bring a
flashlight and your sense of awe.

Sunday

Amy Martinez-Beal - Morning Bird Sit

Settle into the living soundscape of morning. Guided by Amy Martinez-Beal, we’ll listen as the birds awaken
the forest—each call, trill, and rustle offering clues to the unfolding life of the land. Amy shares her simple yet
profound practice of attention and belonging.

Christine Schadler - Eastern Coyote and Wolf

This workshop will discuss how to differentiate an eastern coyote from an eastern wolf. Difficult if you are
seeing them, and harder still if you are tracking one! Eastern wolves (Canis lycaon) are trying to return to the
northeast, their native ground.

Fred McCagg - Tracking Mindfulness

The Tracking Mindfulness — Connecting with Nature through Animal Tracks and Mindful Awareness class is a
unique and immersive experience that combines two powerful practices: wildlife tracking and mindfulness in
nature. This class is designed to deepen your connection with the natural world and help you develop a deeper
appreciation for the plants and animals that share our planet.



Collaborative Field Walk

Join fellow trackers for a shared exploration in the field, where curiosity and conversation guide the way. This
walk invites participants to exchange insights, compare interpretations, and deepen observation skills
together. A dynamic, peer-to-peer learning experience that celebrates the collective wisdom of the tracking
community.

Kelly Klingler and Amy Martinez Beal- Track Casting

Preserve the stories written in mud and sand! Join Kelly Klingler and Amy Martinez-Beal for a hands-on
session in track casting. Learn techniques for creating lasting plaster casts of animal tracks—an engaging way
to study detail, share discoveries, and bring the field home with you.

Jules Olbrantz - Sensory Ecology and Embodiment for Trackers

What do you imagine about the sensory and embodied experiences of who you’re tracking? What matters to
them? How do they perceive the world? In this field session, we’ll combine study of animal sensory ecology,
imaginative play, and body-based approaches to expand our understanding of the beings we track. We’ll also
consider how our own senses—including smell, touch, taste, sight, and hearing, as well as how our emotion,
interoception, proprioception, and vestibular systems—can be more integrated into our tracking practice.

David Boynton - On the Trail of Entrepreneurship:

Building a nature-based business from the substrate up

How do we build resilient, regenerative businesses rooted in the wild work of tracking and nature connection?
This session begins with key insights drawn from ecological systems—like succession, mutualism, and edge
dynamics—that offer guidance for business design and evolution. Then we’ll open into a dynamic, peer-led
conversation among educators, guides, and entrepreneurs. Whether you're nurturing a fresh idea or refining a
mature program, this session invites you to reflect, connect, and grow your work in alignhment with nature.

Kelly Klingler and Kai Pratt - Animal Skulls

What can a skull tell us about the life it once held? Join Kelly Klingler and Kai Pratt for a hands-on exploration
of animal skulls and their fascinating adaptations. Learn how tooth structure, eye placement, and other clues
reveal each species’ diet, senses, and ecological role. A tactile, curiosity-driven dive into wildlife anatomy and
behavior.

Charlie “Pothos”- Lessons From Tracking Wildlife Around The World

Pothos will share photos of track & sign taken while visiting many countries around the world. He will
highlight the many lessons gained from connections to the local people, their culture and many varies
ecosystems.



